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Conditions were
primitive but we
were very happy

ON THIS DAY

1971

Bob Taylor
chipped a
bone in his
right hand
playing at
Edgbaston.

LOCAL: A report by a special
sub-committee of Derbyshire education committee
ruled that it was no longer
appropriate to name new
schools after local civic dignitaries or other people
prominent in public life.
Schools already named after
people would not have to be
renamed.
SPORT: Wicket-keeper Bob
Taylor was forced out of the
MCC side to face Pakistan at
Lord’s after chipping a bone
in his right hand during
Derbyshire’s match against
Warwickshire at Edgbaston.
NATIONAL: Six workmen
were taken to hospital after
an explosion at the giant ICI
Severnside chemical works
at Avonmouth.

The Rev
Barber,
smoking
his pipe,
at the
Spondon
Church
Boys’ Club
annual
camp at
Sidmouth,
Devon, in
the early
1960s.

Wonderful memories of church
1981 boys’ club and beloved vicar
Frank
Gamble
joined Derby
County from
Burscough
after a trial.

LOCAL: Crisis talks were being held in London in a bid to
avert a mass strike by 2,000
workers at the Courtaulds
Acetate site at Spondon. The
firm was in dispute with the
Transport
and
General
Workers Unions over severance payments for redundant workers.
SPORT: The Rams completed
the signing of Frank Gamble
from Burscough. Gamble,
who had an extended trial at
the end of the season, joined
the club on a two year contract.
NATIONAL: Five soldiers
were killed in a bomb blast
close to the South Armagh
border in Northern Ireland.

1991

John Morris
was dropped
from Ted
Dexter’s
new-look
England.

LOCAL: Furious parents
pledged to keep their children at home until travellers
were cleared from an illegal
camp next to Beaufort Junior and Infant schools in
Chaddesden.
SPORT:
Derbyshire
pair
Devon Malcolm and John
Morris were left out of Ted
Dexter’s new-look England
squad for the three Texaco
Trophy matches against the
West Indies.
WORLD: Allied Gulf War
commander
Norman
Schwarzkopf was awarded
an honorary knighthood.

Two former members of
Spondon Church Boys’
Club are planning a
lasting tribute to its
founder, the Rev Thomas
Edward Morton Barber.
Jane Goddard reports.
A NEW website dedicated to
the memory of Spondon’s
much-loved vicar, the Rev
Thomas Edward Morton
Barber, will shortly be
launched.
It will feature photographs
from the 49-year history of
Spondon Church Boys’ Club
and memories and tributes
from old boys, parishioners
and others from as far afield
as Tomsk in Russia, and
Sydney,
Australia,
so
scattered are Mr Barber’s old
boys now.
There will also be contributions from people still living in the Spondon area.
The
website
is
the
brainchild of former boys’
club members Steve Beet,
who is now working in Russia, and Len Seale, who
moved to Wales a few years
ago.
Both are determined that
Mr Barber’s inspirational
contribution to Spondon life
should be recorded for posterity. Mr Barber spent his
entire ministry in Spondon
and was vicar of St Wer-

Above, left, the Rev Barber with the Duke of Gloucester, centre, at the 40th anniversary of
Spondon Church Boys’ Club in 1979 and, right, watching snooker in the club’s hut in 1981.
Tony Tinley is the player on the left while Steve Crooks is on the right.
burgh’s for 47 years, from
1939, until ill health forced his
retirement in 1986 on his 79th
birthday.
On arrival, he immediately
began a boys’ club which
guided and helped countless
Spondon boys of several generations.
As part of the club, he also
ran a total of 50 camps, which
gave many boys their first
ever chance of a holiday.
The last was held in Sidmouth, Devon, in August 1988
shortly before his death.
Steve said: “The Rev Barber
was a much-loved, hugely respected and now legendary
figure and it is hoped that this
lasting tribute will be testament to a great man, who
was once described by former
MP Philip Whitehead as ‘a
true English worthy’.”

When he died, he had
served longer in the same parish than any other priest in
the country and was the
longest serving vicar in the
Derby diocese.
Born in 1907, he was the son
of the Rev Canon Gerard T
Barber, vicar of Hucknall
Torkard. Educated at Repton
School and Cambridge, he
was ordained at Lincoln Minster as curate of St Nicholas’
Church, Lincoln.
It was there that he first
became renowned for his
work with young people when
he started a boys’ club, a project he carried on in Spondon
after being appointed to the
parish in March 1939.
Steve said: “Many Spondon
boys had never had a holiday
away from home, so, starting
as soon as he arrived in 1939,

Mr Barber arranged annual
camps for them in the heart
of Devon.”
The vicar was so well respected by all who knew him
that more than 1,000 people
attended his funeral in Spondon Church, many travelling
thousands of miles.
Steve said: “The night before his funeral, members of
Spondon Church Boys’ Club,
including myself, kept a silent vigil beside his coffin –
one boy even defied his father and climbed down a tree
outside his bedroom in order
to help keep watch!”
If you have any memories
or photographs of Mr Barber
or Spondon Church Boys’
Club, Steve would love to
hear from you. Contributions can be e-mailed to
StephenRBeet@gmail.com.

I WAS filled with nostalgia
when I read the article about
Markeaton Camp.
After spending four years
on the housing waiting list,
both during and after the
Second World War, my wife
and I were offered the chance
of a hut on Markeaton
Camp.
I remember them as they
stood as they were filled with
illegal squatters.
At the time, the council
evicted them all and then set
about making them habitable for people to live in.
Each wooden hut was
some 60ft in length, which
was divided into two by a
breeze-block wall.
A huge stove was installed
in each half.
Each had a sitting room
and two bedrooms at one
end, which were very cold in
winter.
I remember our children
were very young so we had to
move nearer the stove for
warmth.
We had a sink and running
water but no gas. We bought
a spirit-fuelled stove to boil a
kettle on to make cups of
tea.
We thought we were in
heaven after spending so
many years in rooms.
Each family was allotted a
toilet in a block 30 yards
away. It was quite a sight to
see the parade of buckets being emptied every morning!
Bathrooms in these huts
were non-existent.
Life was quite primitive
but we were happy. Our new
home was at 20 Fourth Avenue, located near to the old
Markeaton Hall.
We spent two years there
before moving when our
turn came and we were
offered a council house on
Coleridge Street, Normanton.
I enjoy remembering our
time in the little hut and how
happy we were all those
years ago. Thanks for all the
bygone memories.
Jack Hewing
Spondon

Help for studies

I AM currently studying for
my BA (Hons) degree in
Early Childhood Studies and
an trying to gather a historical perspective of nursery school provision in
Derby in the 1920s.
The information is needed
for an academic poster I am
producing.
Any memories your readers have of nursery school
during this period would be
greatly appreciated.
Georgie Winfield
E-mail: georgiewinfield@ntlworld.com

Five brothers
played in same
football team

The great escape,
loneliness and
finding love

Derby drapery
store was a true
family affair

Reg Collis shares a family
photograph and appeals for
readers’ help

Kathleen Bramanti recalls
her rebellious adolescent
years in Allestree

Pat Parkin looks back on
the history of E W Grimes
in St Peter’s Street
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